
Exploratory Bibliography Project 
 
What is an exploratory bibliography?  
An exploratory essay is one that is about the research process. It’s a chance for you to read and respond, 
and it’s a space for you to make sense of what you learn. In other words, this essay is a record of how 
your thinking developed as you did your research. While you will need to provide short summaries of 
what you read, you need to move beyond that. What I want to know is how you are thinking about the 
things that you’ve read—how you are processing the material and what this new information has you 
thinking about. Thus, the purpose of this assignment is to help you 1) build some expertise on a topic 
related to early America and 2) in the process of doing that, practice identifying and assessing scholarly 
texts.  
 
Research Process. 
Step 1: Choose a topic such as, but not limited to the following: 
 

Slavery in early America U.S. allies during the Revolution 
Immigration   the Caribbean and the American colonies 
Women and education trade, industry, and economics in early America 
Women and marriage New York, Boston, or Philadelphia during early America 
Women in war  Relationships between Indigenous people and colonists/US  
The founders  Politics and political parties in the early US 
Loyalists    Early American print culture (newspapers and literature)  

 
Step 2: Visit Age of Revolutions and locate the “Bibliographies” tab under “Resources.” Use those 
bibliographies to find 3 books* or articles on the topic that you chose in Step 1. Then, go find them at our 
campus library.   
 

*You are only responsible for reading and responding to 1 chapter or essay from a book (just be clear 
which chapter or essay and provide the page numbers for it in the works cited list).  

 
Step 3: Find 2 books or articles that are cited in the books and articles you found in Step 2. These 2 
sources should be scholarly books or articles that you find in the footnotes or endnotes, bibliography or 
works cited, or in the text itself.  
 
Writing Process.   
Once you start to collect your materials, you first need to read them carefully—maybe a couple of times. 
Take notes. What is the topic of the article or chapter? What is the writer’s argument? What did you 
learn? What surprised you and why? What are you unsure of and why? What kind of evidence does the 
writer provide to support their claims? How does the article or chapter relate to the others you have read?   
 
When you are ready to put together your essay, think first about how you want to organize it. Think about 
how the articles and chapters relate to one another. Keep in mind that your sources don’t have to agree or 
even focus on the same events or people. Don’t worry if you have a couple of sources that don’t “go 
together,” and don’t try to force connections that aren’t there. Your “argument” in this paper is what you 
learned and why that matters. And, because this essay is about your thought process, you should use “I” 
statements (but avoid “I believe” or “in my opinion” or similar phrases and instead provide specific 
reasons and examples to support your claims).  
	


